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SKYNET is a ground-based radiation observation network dedicated to aerosol-cloud-solar
radiation interaction'consisting of more than 100 sites worldwide located, most of them, in Asia
where the network originally was born. In 2020 the creation of an International SKYNET data
center (ISDC) set off the new structure of the network: an ISDC, providing standard aerosol
products (https://www.skynet-isdc.org) by two data analysis flows (ESR-MRI & SR-CEReS) and
several regional sub-networks contributing for operation and maintenance of the associated
instrumentation and for testing new research products. SKYNET is therefore a perfect ground-
based observatory for satellite validations.

This work will show the present status of SKYNET, and the future developments with a particular
focus on the validation activities in which the network is involved both in terms of algorithms and
of synergistic collaboration with other networks, showing also the most important international
projects SKYNET is involved in.
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